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Harrell Rodgers joined the department of political science at the University of Houston in the fall of 1975. With prior experience at two universities, he was a full professor when he joined the department as a specialist in public policy. His research interests have always been in public policy. After graduate school he concentrated on civil rights policy. His focus was on the impact of the civil rights laws passed by Congress in the 1960s. While doing field research on school desegregation in the American South, he realized for the first time how many people lived in abject poverty. “I was shocked at how dreadfully so many Southern adults and their children lived, including both white and black families. In Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi farm workers and other low-income workers and their families often seemed to be living in the 17th century.” Dr. Rodgers took pictures to show his students at the University of Georgia of homes that had no doors, window screens, or running water.  Invited to make a presentation on his civil rights impact research in Washington, D.C. his hotel room bordered on the most squalid apartment projects he had ever seen. “The battered wooden structures looked so old, dilapidated and decayed that I felt certain that a single match could have started a conflagration that would have killed hundreds, perhaps thousands.” When he finished the civil rights research sponsored by the National Science Foundation, he switched his interests to American poverty. For many years his books and articles on American poverty were some of the very few published by any political scientist, and certainly the only data-based research. The topic was simply not central to the discipline. 

By 2009 Rodgers had spent some thirty years researching and analyzing American poverty. Today, he reports, there are hundreds of political scientist, economist, sociologist, and social workers carrying out empirical studies of American poverty and poverty in other nations around the world. “Where once the literature was so small I could cite most of it, today I struggle to keep up with even the best work being produced.” His research has resulted in nine single-authored books, six co-authored books, and seven edited and co-edited books. He has published seventy-eight research papers, either in peer-reviewed journals or book chapters. He has delivered some eighty convention and university presentations. He has won three convention paper awards, a Choice Book Award, the Aaron Wildavsky Book Award, the Robert Lane Award and twice the Thomas Dye Award. One of his books published in 2000 was selected by Future Survey as one of the twenty best books published that year.
Rodgers has been elected to eight honor societies and served as international president of one of those societies. He has served on the editorial board of a number of professional journals including the Journal of Politics and The American Journal of Political Science and he continues to serve on the board of two journals. He edited the Policy Studies Journal for one year while a search for an editor was conducted by the policy section of APSA. He has frequently served as a panel or section program chair for the American Political Science Association (APSA), the Midwest Political Science Association (MPSA), and the Southern Political Science Association (SPSA). In this capacity he learned that many young scholars, particularly from other nations, frequently cannot afford to attend American conferences. With the help of some friends they established an endowment in his name at the Midwest Political Science Association to fund at least one student a year to present a paper at the meetings. Thus far, five students have been granted financial awards. Dr. Rodgers and his friends are working to build this endowment and to encourage others to establish new endowments to help young scholars. 
Over his career Dr. Rodgers has frequently combined teaching and research with administrative responsibilities. He has twice served as Director of Graduate Programs in the department of political science and chair of political science for three terms. The first term was cut short by a year when he accepted the position of dean of the College of Social Sciences. He served as dean for ten years. While dean of social sciences he served for four years as the university’s representative in Austin and Washington, D.C. In this role he was a member of the President’s Cabinet and spent a great deal of time in Austin during legislative sessions. When the UH president was stricken with cancer, he represented her at UH System meetings and community events for about six months. When the College of Social Sciences and the College of Humanities and Fine Arts were combined in 2002, he served for one year as the transition administrator of the College of Social Sciences handling budget, personnel and tenure and promotion responsibilities. 
 In recent years Dr. Rodgers has tried to learn a great deal more about the social welfare policies of the major European nations and the social welfare role of the European Union. He has made numerous presentations at European conferences and at a few universities in Europe. The Europeans have been particularly interested in the design and impact of welfare reform policies adopted in 1996 by the United States. His research in recent years has focused on this topic and he has found it interesting and insightful to share insights and perspectives with colleagues in Europe. Most recently he has made three trips to China to lecture on American politics and American’s approach to social welfare. 
In the years to come Rodgers reports that he will continue to study the design and impact of welfare programs. Additionally, he is working with two colleagues on some public opinion projects based on experimental designs. By the end of the month he and Professor Kent Tedin will have some new data on public attitudes toward poverty and welfare from a project that surveyed a sample of twenty thousand voters during 2008. They conducted a two-stage experiment and the data will give them a rich data base to work with.  
